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Project Overview

Keegans and our design team 
worked with Castle Hill Primary 
School and the Royal Borough of 
Kingston to deliver the expansion 
of the school to create a 2FE all-
through primary school. 

In September 2007, 2 schools 
amalgamated to become Castle Hill 
Primary School. The schools had 
previously been 3 forms of entry 
but were amalgamated to create 
a 2 form entry all through Primary 
School. 

This was the first project in the 
Primary Capital programme for 
Kingston. The new extension is 
required at the northern end of the 
site to provide accommodation for 
Key Stage 2 pupils. Works included:

•	 8	new	classrooms	to	replace	
the temporary accommodation 
currently in use

•	 A	new	library	and	ICT	suite,	
•	 A	SENCO	office	and	space	for	a	

Speech and Language Specialist
•	 Improved	staff	and	pupil	toilets
•	 Roof	replacement	on	existing	

building to match up with new 
build

•	 Window	replacements	on	existing	
building to match up with new 
build

•	 Additional	playground	and	
community space

•	 Bulge	classroom	(a	post	contract	
variation) 

•	 New	kitchen	and	dining	hall

•	 Deputy	head’s	office
•	 Family	liaison	room

The site is located in a suburban 
setting, but is close to a railway line 
that runs alongside the south-west 
boundary.

There were a number of unique 
aspects of the scheme, which 
had	been	borne	out	via	Keegans’	
comprehensive approach to all 
pre-contract duties, which involved 
regular and focused consultation 
with the school, the end users, 
residents and client representatives. 

These issues were:

•	 Working	within	a	confined	site,	
immediately adjacent to an 
occupied school;

•	 Proximity	to		a	railway,	and	
neighbouring residential/retail 
property;

•	 Existing	Temporary	School	Village	
located	(by	others)	within	the	
ideal location for permanent 
school development;

•	 Requirement	for	a	land-swap	
for planning purposes to enable 
school development;

•	 High	Water	table;
•	 High	Levels	of	SEN	requirements	

for completed school;
•	 Schools	aspirations	for	integrated	

internal/external teaching space;

These are just a handful of the 
principle issues that were gleaned 
during the process. In order to 
achieve this level of consultation we 
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established the following meeting 
structures:

•	 An	initial	“Visioning	Workshop”	
with all Key Stakeholders, held at 
the school;

•	 Bi-weekly	Core	Group	Meetings	
with	the	School	Head,	Governors	
and key representatives from 
the	Design	Team,	chaired	by	the	
Project Manager;

•	 Bi-weekly	Design	Team	Meetings	
chaired by the Project Manager in 
order to digest the matters and 
principles arising from the other 
pre-arranged meetings. 

We identified the best location 
for the classroom block from an 
educational aspect as being located 
at the end of the existing school 
building, but close to the railway 
line, thus potentially creating 
acoustic problems. We satisfactorily 
resolved this issue with several 
measures.

The building is orientated so that 
noise-sensitive classrooms face 
north and north-east away from 
the	railway	line	(and	away	from	
midday and afternoon sun & glare). 
Between the classrooms and the 
railway we placed acoustic buffer 
zones of a corridor and then toilets, 
stores and group study spaces.

The classrooms are naturally-
ventilated using roof-mounted 
passive stack ventilators that 
are	controlled	by	CO2 sensors in 
each room. These ventilators had 
additional acoustic linings fitted 
to further reduce any external 
noise from the trains. The building 
is constructed from heavyweight 
materials with thick insulation, i.e. 
brick and blockwork cavity walls 
with a heavily insulated zinc roof.

The project was designed to achieve 
a	BREEAM	rating	of	Very	Good.	
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